
Cooking 
up some 
magic

Biriyani is an all time favourite with residents. Veteran cooks stir up 

delightful fare week after week. With utmost care and commitment.

St. Hildaôs Herald
Saturday, 17 July 2010, 1715 hrs

Hot favourite: Whoever said that too many cooks  spoil the broth?! 

Steaming hot biriyani being prepared at the rear kitchen.
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Five expertswork with

18 critical ingredients,

against a three-and-a-

half hour deadline,

preparing what is

arguably, the finest,

most desired dish on

óplanet-Hildasôfor the

hundredsof tastebuds

that will comebursting

throughthedoorwayof

the dining hall, Sunday

afternoons!

óChicckken biriyaniô

exclaimed the cross

section of students

who were randomly

queried about their

favourite food.

Biriyani specialist Mr

Mohan has been

working up the magic

for the past 5 years

maintaining the 100-

year tradition of the

mouth watering fare.

Eachone of the cooks

specialisesin specific

areasïMr Nicholasis

in charge of desserts

which include jam

tarts, cakes, banana

fritters andtheexciting

grape mould. Spicy

Chinese items are

preparedby Mr Mani

while the Indian

preparations like the

chapattis,alooparottas,

idly/dosaandregionalfavouritepongal,arebroughtto the

tableby Mr Clement. Mr Lakshmananmakesthedalsand

other Indian curries including the recommended-for-

everythingrasam!

Thebustlingdining hall with its chequeredformationof 40

tables,eachseating8 or 12 students,goesunusuallyquiet

on Sundayafternoonsand on the occasionalWednesdays

too (for dayscholarsto geta tasteof thebiriyani aswell).

Secondand third helpings are a familiar sight with the

roving kitchenstaff eagerto promptly refill the piping hot

biriyani.

The entirekitchenstaff

including the cooks,

assistants,servingstaff

and messmanager,are

on their feetfrom 6 a.m

eachday,till theywind

up at 8:30 p.m after

serving the boarders,

hot flavouredmilk.

The ever-smiling Mess

Manager Ms. Delcia

believes that it is the

nineteenth ingredient

which perhapsdelivers

the tasty resultsïlove

andaffection.

MrMadurai,erstwhileHead

Cookat StHildaõs,passed

awayrecently.

Afteralongandmeaningful

servicebehindhim, he

retiredin theyear2008.

Theveterancookiscredited

withhavingtrainedallthe

presentkitchenstaffat St

Hildas.

Hewasaged73.

Veterancookdies

MrNicholastheseniormost

cookatStHildaõs,isdueto

retireon31July,2010.

Thepuddingsanddesserts

expertjoinedtheschoolin

1979.

Retirement
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One of the oldest buildings on campus delivers a unique experience to new students. 

Timeless tradition of  quiet prayer transcends religious and social boundaries.

St Hildaõs Herald
Wednesday, 7 July 2010, 2213 hrs

Timeless tradition: The quaint chapel is open throughout the day. Apart 

from the scheduled visits, students and staff can also visit the chapel  to 

find themselves some quiet time. 
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Minutes after securing her

admission,Aruna Thiruchelvam,

Std9, washurriedly led off by her

cousin, an old student,through a

colourful mini garden, across a

cobbledpathwayandright through

a tall woodendoorwayinto what

looked like a settingfrom the last

century. The chapelis one of the

oldestbuildings on the campusof

the110yearold St.Hilda'sSchool!

Harishma,Std11, a first-timer to a

chapelexperiencestatedñItwasan

unusualfeeling to have entereda

chapel for the very first time. I

found it peaceful. I was however

unsure if I could enter with my

footwear.ò What might be an

unusualexperiencefor most new-

comers,will soonturn into a daily

practice and a meaningfulone at

that. It seemsthat quiet prayerof

all hues,from the 43 new-comers,

have already filled the chapel,

rangingfrom goodhealthto well-

beingof petsbackhome,to feeling

less homesick, hoping to make

newfriendsandthelike.

The compactchapelstructurecan

accommodate nearly a 100

studentsata time. Old plaquesline

the walls, while ornate wooden

benchesare placed discreetly on

the shiny, wooden flooring.

Various batchesof studentshave

scheduledvisits to the chapel at

different times of day. Singing,

prayerand scripturereadingform

anintegralpartof chapelactivity.



A top class performance!
12thStandard Board exam results, impressive. Two students score 

200 marks. Commerce Group improves class average over last year.

St Hildaõs Herald
Wednesday, 19 May 2010, 1705 hrs

A merefractionseparatedthe toppersin Std12 CommerceGroup,
Kanchan H and Monica R, who scored 98.08% and 97.91%
respectively,in this yearôsHigher Secondaryresultsof St Hildaôs,
a resultwhich signifieda markedimprovementin theclassaverage
with 83% overall- a threepercentincreaseoverlastyear.

NarmadhaA toppedthe ScienceGroup with 93% scoring197 in
Mathematicswhile both KanchanandMonica scored200 eachin
Commerce. Ms. Mercy Balu, (pic below) the Commerceteacher
when askedthe reasonsfor the remarkableperformancein her
subjects,Accountancyand Commerce,said ñthestudentsput in
regularand consistenteffortò. In a word of adviceto the current
batch, the successful teacher added ñstudentsmust set their
priorities at the start and must set achievablegoals and work
towardsit in a consistentmannerò,

The highestclassaveragewas securedin Commercewith 175.6
marksfollowedby English,174.6 marks..

Kanchan H (pic left) scored 1177 in Commerce Group while Narmadha A 

scored 1110 in Science Group.
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Standard 10 

topper Srinidhi 

scores 90%

Srinidhi K topped the class

in four subjects,History 95,

Tamil, 94 English,92 andin

Science,86 scoringa total of

630 marks. Neha C came

secondwith a total of 602

securing86% with 92 marks

each in English and Hindi.

Keerthana R with 85%

secured the third place

scoring95 in Math. Maya L

scored a 100% in

EnvironmentalEducation.

History teacher Ms Asma

attributedthestudentsôgood

performancein her subject,

to the structuredstudy plan

along with meticulouswork

on thepartof thestudents.

According to the Principal,

Mrs Clarke, ñTheresults

weregood,with everysingle

student performing better

than expectation.ò The

Principal also added that

English, Geography,History

and Environmental

Educationweresubjectsthat

the studentsseemedto have

excelled in, with overall

improvementin Tamil, while

they could have performed

better in Science and

ComputerApplications.

Maya L scores100% in 

Environmental Education.



ôAnybody can kick,  including 
donkeys. Only footballers can control 
the ballõ. 

Sanju K, school Choir captain 
explained, briefly, details on the 
surprise game of football that the 
Prefect Council played on the games 
field recently.

She was quoting their coach-
leadership trainer, who it seems, 
used the game to explain to the 
young leaders, concepts of team 
building. Some of the key techniques 
that the team learnt were passing of 
the ball (delegation of work), co-
ordination (team work) and ball 
control (focused approach).

It seems the Prefect Council had a lot 
of fun while learning how to achieve 
common goals.

Who will win?
Feverish practice sessions on. 100m relay 

results could spring a surprise.

St Hildaõs Herald
Friday, 23 April 2010, 1800 hrs

Somervelle will win the 4x100m relay ïthis rankedas the most
startling prediction, mainly because it came from two non-
Somerlites!

4x100m relay ranks as the most popular event, according to a
majority of thestudentswhomthe journalismclub interviewed,in a
pre-SportsDay survey. However,personalopinion apart,statistics
throw upsomeinterestinginformation: AzariahHouseholdsthreeof
the five 4x100m relay titles. Apparently,3 athletesfrom lastyearôs
winning Inter teamfrom Azariahwho arenow in theseniordivision,
will be up againstlastyearôswinning seniorteam,ScudderHouse,
who continuein thesamedivision; they too retainthreeof their top
runners,making this match-up a literal heart-stopper. Incidentally,
theSeniorDivision 4x100m relayrecordstandsat under1 minuteï
0:59.15. (Source: StHildaôsrecordregister2009).

Gamesteacher,Ms Anneput it appropriatelywhenaskedto predict
the winners, she said,ñAnythingcan happenon a given day ïa
batondrop, an overstretchor evena pulledhamstringò. All teams,
shefeelshavebeenpracticinghardandstanda goodchance. Games
captains,when asked their opinion felt it is up to every single
individual, where even if one runner makesa mistake,that could
makeall thedifference.

Relayracebeganin Americain 1883. Initially thesystemof passing
flags was adopted. Ten yearslater the conceptof a batonmadeof
woodor plasticwasincorporatedfor convenience. Theworld record
for Womenôs4x100m relayis heldby EastGermany: 41.37secs.

Prefect Council 

going for goal (s)!

Even as the school ground is being readied for the Annual Sports day scheduled

for May 1st 2010, students are seen intensely practicing for the big event. 

Lisbeth Marie John, Niroshini K, Shilpa Koshy, Sri Vidhya P Std 9; Elizabeth Powell, Rebecca Powell, Shwetha Surendran Std 8



With the help of a simple
pendulum,SportsDay chief
guestandeminentRotarianP
V Purushothaman,in his
address,emphasisedto the
rapt audience the need to
shortenoneôstasks in order
to achievethegoals.

ñSeehow, whenthestring is
shortened,the oscillation of
the pendulum is greatly
reducedò,said the former
State boxing champion
demonstratinghis point by
swinging the little silver
medallionto andfro.

In another point, the chief
guest emphasisedthe need
for childrento appreciatethe
value of a coachor a guide
or teacher, who he said
represented ña helping
handò. óWewill continueto
encountersuchpeoplein our
lifetime.ô

Likewise, he encouraged
everyone to be a helping
handin return,to thosewho
need it. Mr Purushothaman
gaveexamplesfrom his own
careerin boxing, where his
coach, it seems, was his
helpinghand.

A Rotarian,thechief guestis
chairman of a leading auto
dealershipof Hyundai. He is
presentlybasedin Madurai.

A Spirited effort!
Despite tough conditions, athletes put up a spirited show on Sports Day. 

Four new meet records created. Somervelle demolishes the competition.

St Hildaõs Herald
Wednesday, 12 May 2010, 1615 hrs

With only a slendermarginof 7 pointsseparatingthetwo leadingteams,
before the start of the much awaitedfinal eventof Sports2010ïthe
relays, Somervelle dashedto the finish, stretching the lead by an
overwhelming26.5 points,dominatingin threeof thefive final races.

The points betweenSomervelleand Scudderread like an ECG graph,
fluctuatingat eachstageasthe day progressedïat March Past,the two
housesweretied at thefirst spotwith Scuddergainingextrapointsfor its
impressiveturnout; after the400m racesScuddersurgedaheadwith a 14
point lead. The turningpoint cameafter the200m raceswith Somervelle
baggingthreefirst places,SowmyaR nearlyequallingthe meetrecord.
However,theclinching factor for Somervellewasits performancein the
4 x 100m relays! ñWespent the whole week focusing on baton
exchangeò,said J Mithra, captainof the winning House,on askedthe
reasonfor their success. Seemslike theeffort waswell worth it ïinspite
of the challenginggroundconditions,due to the previousnightôsrain,
Somervelleôsrelayteamscamecloseto breakingrecordsin 3 divisions!

The final tally, at the endof day, readAzaraiah479.5, Carmichael523,
Scudder 575.5 and Somervelle 602. Athletic Cup was awarded to
Somervellewith Carmichaelrunner-up. The GamesCup also went to
Somervelleandthe runner-up wasScudder. In the overall standing,the
top honourswent to SomervelleHouse, (fulfilling earlier predictions).
ScudderHousewasawardedrunner-up.

Mrs Arutjothi Purushothamangaveawaytheprizes.

Pendulum pointers

100m record breaker Aditi Manjunath (in pic, foreground).

Boxing champion packs a 

punch with his speech.

Lisbeth Marie John, Niroshini K, Shilpa Koshy, Sri Vidhya P Std 9; Elizabeth Powell, Rebecca Powell, Shwetha Surendran Std 8

New Meet Records Annual Sports May 1, 2010: 100mAditi M, Sub Junior Division. 
Carmichael House 16.22 sec (16.40 sec) ς800mRashika G, Inter Divn. Somervelle House 
3:09 mins (3:14 mins). Discus ThrowFamiya O R Senior Divn. Somervelle House 18.89 
mtrs (18.46 mtrs) Shot PutSandhya S, Senior Divn. Somervelle House  6.30 mtrs. 



ScudderHouseTableTennisteamsoutplayedtheothers
bywinningboththeSuperSeniorandtheSeniorDivision
titlesfor thisyearõsInter-HouseAnnualTableTennis
TournamentheldattheMiniHallon10th&12April2010.

AccordingtoNikitaTresaAntony,part of thewinning
House,representingSuperSeniors,saidôWeunderstood
thestrengthsandweaknessesof the opponents,
changingourapproachbasedonindividualplayers. If a
player,wefeltwasweakin herforehand,wewould
particularlyplacetheballthere.õ

ScudderHousewasrepresentedbyNikitaA,TheinSand
GautamiRintheSuperSeniorDivision,whiletheSenior
teamincludedSushmitaNandSaiVanjeeswari.

Scudder tops 

the table in TT

Annual Inter-House Table Tennis 

dominated by Scudder House. Team 

work and strategic planning key to 

their success.

Aftera seriesof rigoroustests-interviews,new
applicantsto StHildaõsSchool,69vacanciesfrom
classes1-9werefilledforthecurrentacademicyear
2010-11.

Accordingto thePrincipal,MrsPamelaClarke,the
parentsfeltthatgooddisciplineatStHildaõswasthe
primaryreasonforthemtoadmittheirchildrenhere.
ThePrincipalalsoaddedthatparentsfeltStHildaõs
wasareputedresidentialschoolforgirls.

Whensomenewstudentswereaskedwhattheyliked
abouttheschool,Abitha,Std1(inpic),hailingfrom
Tirumalai,smilinglysaidthatshelovesthecarrots
duringlunch. Anothernewstudent,Nazneen,Std5
fromKerala,feltthattheteachersandstudentswere
verykindandhelpful.Seniorstudent,SamyuktaofStd
9 whostudiedatNirmalaMatriculation,Coimbatore
saidthatshepreferstheICSEsyllabus.

Amongotheraspectslike sportsandacademics,
communicationinEnglishisanimportantcriteriafor
admissions.

New students settling in.

St Hildaõs Herald

Tuesday, 13 April 2010, 1630 hrs
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